Moving From Pennhurst’s Dark Control Into A
Brightness Called “Speaking For Ourselves”
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o Hospidbal as one of their “Grou

American Court Cases ™ The case

begnn with (12 court s in Plila-

delphia, followed by henring in the

United Seates Supreme Courd. Al
nn additional series of migrnging
lopal shirmishes a finel order for
the inatitution s plhosurs was arded
down on July 1, 159856

A olsswirver during the
trml nnd Suprems Cowrt bear 1EEE
[ watched Pennhurst's totnl eon.
ol avatim die whike numeroas
community-hosed efforts came alive
Dpe of thiso budding orgsnizations,
w group of eelf-advocates, really
gralibed my nitention,

Afier being muted by others
for =0 lemg, they gave Lhemaselves
n encky notson title, "Hpeaking Fo

Churselves. sonpwnter Kol Wil

Pranhursl Stale Sefool

linme even wrote n song that refieet-
ed their deepest longing. They sung
it like ane would sing The Mational
Anthem during many of thoir enrly
pusslings, Two of fonr eronzas
Omice | was afraad to spoeak

| was lonoly 1 was weak
With o voles aa very amall
That I hod no veies st sl

Wi iure epeaking for ourselves
Speikcing for ourselves

Mo one else cam 4o s well
Bpesking for ourselves
[Willinme=, 15998

In the 1990a, | watched ihis

prenmizabion grow nnd thrive, Themn.

during the late 19908, | voived noma
oy warky rellections at their scate
canvention. & few exeerpls from my
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| pot ko kenow some of you during
the court cases that argued for the
rlasing of Penohurst State Soh-
[ versember whsn vou Srat srarned
o mphea i (08, o reelves
[t wrin rough.
It wps nnrd
It was scary.
But di you know what?
Thie mimes VIR -\.|:|-|'j_|.- {01}
yunrssives
It got enpicr
You did botter
Bul da yvou remanber whar it
wns ltke befors Yinmi :-\.!;||'||-_E speak
ing for yodrmesbres? | pemember
| worked in nn institutioe. We
inatitutional workers were in
iral. Here's how we did i
We helceverd iand L LT T
apeak for wourselies,  “Uinly w
can gpeak for W, wir said
We failed fo see vou as indi
vidumls. “John I know yvoa'd
love walling inta town, buat i we
kot you po. we would have to et
SYDTVane go, wo anid
e l'I.|"?"'.||'r|:I'_'n'l|. Hke phewp. We
saial things like, “Okay, falks
Heaul “emm up
ie time to go to the dining he
O it i time ko gt tp the showers

Laet's miove o I




... Or it is time for you toogo to
bned.™

Eo e pworked hord o condrel
you. We thought we wers doing
it fior woaer own good. We didn'e
know mny hetter

Feow that you dar 30 spoak
out, look at o few of the many
things you are doing;

sferomie fanisst and Curel Tal
Iy £ marriea, and se did Fronk
Wetmare and Mary Ella White,
Die vou think vou coald hawve
polien marravd before vou jeinsd
i“:rrl"l'lklll'i: Foy Charselves™ Mow all
WD Cnn S0y 18 Tl !ImET.'ITIJu'IhDI'.H- to
all fowr of vou

fichard Hamer chose o mouve
oo dome with fwg close friends
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Koiord Jabhnpan maode @
Jormaol preseniation io Presideni
fhenirge Merber? Wallker Bush, [t
was Pven =hown on ekl Lels-
VREIT,

Jorry Ellis and Lester Noeh,
AL herpe bwen friends tagether ai
Pennhurst. Now vou lbve in your
own hotise — and you picked that
i,

Lvorge Ware weal cud and goi
s . jod,

M my i|-|"_'||.l|| di ||r£r¢-'-:|' (AL N vy el
el with dhe Nalional Park Ser-
Edeed i Jﬂﬂ'rprrrrﬂ:m Hall You
taught the mnpers shoot sclving
“harrsesr” probleme nnd how o

ireat persons with disabilities sas=
valned human ben (1
Dobdiie Fobinann, vou Baeame

o leader of ethers who now fesisfy
wirfore legiaiotors, gouernors, and
Quite often these
ofticinls poid more Attention o
wvoul than to the rest of ws ecnane
yoil knew what it was lilee to Tive
in unfair and tough times
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They did keep gong. For ex.
ample, on April 26, 2001, Speaking
Fur Oursebvos inspired more than
H)) persons to marehl throuph the
etrvwte of Harrishurg and into the
Pennsylennin State Capital. Onee
in=irle, founling member, Dubbia
Robimison, wearing ler hasshall ciLp,
apake phont the organizatsn s desp
longring for “the cloaing of inatito
tuns nnd the creation of cormeunity
serviced bor all.® She wae followed
by Carulvo Morgan, then president
uf Spenking for Ourselves — and
more thin 30 ather members mavead
to the microphone and added thewr
valces o this ambied plaieeise call

A Final Observation

Afrer |'-|:|:--lr'.-i:|||_l_ thes im=anbuers of
opeakimng for Chorselves, | |earped

how the members loved ond respect-
@il the orgnnization’s Arst late coor-

i i pe st

dinator, Mark Friedman Newvor to
my knowledge did be over speak oat
it rallies nnd convomntiona. Mever
did he take leadership by deliver
i direct ordews in public. Al
rummimaging through photographs of
thi= |'|I_t:'-'llhiil:|-|| Wslh, fEver was Lhere &
snapshot of Friedman i them. And
yiet tho Jove aned respect from (he
mombers for this coordinator was
] paakdie

Friedman remained prosent in
the beckground, He listened to the
dredms Ui sedfndwocutos vaiced
He heldpes] them to organiee themn
srlvres proord |l||_||'_| H-l ||-||1|r|:||'|-_|
Lher efforts. He cheered them on
Ha Emewr lhow make them fee] prood
of their own sueeceshill achisye-
meenta. He often showed love to tha
mambers liks a father or a brother
wiled

I Baally found & plutogrenph
of Frimlman taken by an cutsider
showing him standing batween
fnunding members Holand dobn
son and Jerome lanuzsi. His face
balongs in this story
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